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to point out the faults of a great author. But in his criticism
of Milton's poetry there is no sign of the prejudices which
prevented him from doing justice to Milton's life and
character. Where that criticism is defective the cause is, to
use one of Johnson's own phrases, not lack of candour, but
lack of sensibility.

For the Biographical notes to this edition I must acknow-
ledge the great assistance derived from Masson's Life of
Milton. For some of the critical notes I am indebted to
Peter Cunningham's edition of the * Lives of the Poets,' 1854;
and for some others I have to express my thanks to Dr. Hill.
I am also obliged to Mr. N. M. ^Billimoria of Bombay for
pointing out several errors and misprints in the firs* ^rh'Hnn.
OXFORD, October\ 1891.